
Opening Up
OPEN ACCESS

Author's 
Accepted 
Manuscript

The University's new 
fund enables authors 
to make as much of 
their research open 
access as possible. 

It could fund your 
article, book, or 
chapter - contact us 
to find out:

12 key terms & definitions
Open access (OA) is a simple concept that can appear more complicated than it really is. To help 
with this the OA team has prepared some handy definitions of the key terms and concepts. 
Want to know more or want to discuss your OA project? 
Just email oapublish@essex.ac.uk or visit our web pages. 

AAM

Institutional 
OA FundFUND

An Author's Accepted Manuscript is the 
version of an article accepted after peer  
review and after any corrections but 
before final publication.

Processing 
Charges

APC
BPC
CPC

Article, Book, and Chapter processing 
charges are levied by publishers to pay 
for them to appear fully open access. 
The University can often help with 
these.

CC
Creative 
Commons 
Licences

Publishing OA means you can keep 
control over your work. With a Creative 
Commons licence you retain copyright 
and decide how your work is shared, 
adapted, and reused.

DIAMOND

Diamond 
Open  
Access

A journal with a Diamond OA policy will 
publish articles fully open access 
without any processing charges to be 
paid.

GOLD
Gold       
Open  
Access

A Gold OA journal requires payment of 
an APC for an article to appear fully OA 
on its website.

GREEN
Green
Open  
Access

Green OA involves uploading the AAM 
version of your article to a repository 
while the published version usually 
appears behind a journal's paywall. Also 
known as Self Archiving

HYBRID
Hybrid
Open  
Access

A journal that publishes a mix of OA 
articles paid for by APCs and non-OA 
articles behind a paywall is a Hybrid.

R&P

A blanket agreement with a publisher 
that covers subscription and any OA 
publishing costs is called a Read & 
Publish agreement. Our agreements 
cover hundreds of journals: full details 
here.

Read and
Publish
Agreements

RR Rights
Retention

When taking the Green route to 
OA, journals often require your 
AAM to be embargoed for a time. 
By adding a Rights Retention 
statement and a CC BY licence you 
can avoid this and make your AAM 
OA without delay.

SELF Self
Archiving

This route to open access (Green) means 
depositing your work in a repository upon  
acceptance for publication. This can be 
our Essex Research Repository or a 
subject-based or central repository. More 
here.

DIAMOND DOAJ
Directory of 
Open Access 
Journals

The DOAJ can help you find a journal 
that suits your approach to open access. 
Search at www.doaj.org

oapublish@essex.ac.uk

Find out more
oapublish@essex.ac.uk
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